236  The English Pulpit from Fisher to Donne
furthered his promotion to the mastership of the Temple There
is no need to deal in detail with Hooker's sermons, because they
reflect the same great qualities, both in thought and expression,
which have been already discussed in another volume of the
present work \ But no account of Elizabethan preachers would
be complete without some mention of the only name among them
which has an assured place in the first rank. Hooker published
none of his sermons ; as Izaak Walton says, ifc was only the felix
error of Travers's opposition which caused Mm to write out for
private circulation some of the sermons to which the Reader had
taken exception. Though Hooker's fame depends chiefly on his
Ecclesiastical Polity, we should have been immeasurably the
poorer for the loss of his sermons on the certainty of faith, justi-
fication and the nature of pride, which have more permanent
value than any sermons of the reiga Samuel Taylor Coleridge
wrote of the first:
I can remember no other discourse, that sinks into and draws up comfort
from the depths of our being below our own distinct consciousness, with the
clearness and godly loving-kindness of this truly evangelical and God-to-be-
thanked-for sermon;
and he declared that one paragraph should be written in letters
of gold This testimony is valuable as showing that, in his
sermons, Hooker could appeal to the feeling and the conscience,
as successfully as in his book he appealed to the reason.
There is yet a farther service which Hooker rendered to the
contemporary pulpit. Here, as in his book, he set the tone of a
controversialist who was not content to be barely just to an
opponent but sought to find common ground with him. Jewel,
for instance, though he abandons the scurrility of earlier pro-
testant champions, fights hard to maintain the scandal of pope
Joan, and even takes as an axiom, 'let us remember to do tie
contrary' of what those before the reformation had dona The
puritan divine Edward Bering could say outright, 'Now we know
the Pope to be anti-christ, and his prayers to be evill *; and similar
bitterness mars the sermons of Rainolds. While such language
was still prevalent. Hooker had the courage and the breadth of
mind to assert that 'the Church of Eome is a true Church of
Christ, and a sanctified Church/ He reverenced truth, as he
conceived it, wherever he found it This attitude in itself could
not Ml to affect the methods of the pulpit When Hooker set
himself to persuade, and not to denounce or 'frighten men into
* See ?oL in, pp, 405 ff.